
A Happy and Blessed New Year to All 

St. Peter’s Parish 

New Year’s Bulletin 

MARY, MOTHER OF GOD 

Mass Schedule 

December 31st ~7pm Vigil Mass with Solemn Benediction - Thanksgiving for all graces 

received in  2011 

New Yearôs Day ~ 8:30am & 10:30am Mass; 4:30pm Gabriola Island 

Adoration will begin on Monday at 7am. 

There are only two days of Holy Obligation in Canada.  They are Christmas Day and 

New Yearôs Day/Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God. 

The shepherds went with haste to Bethlehem and found Mary and Joseph, and 
the child lying in the manager.  When they saw this, they made known what 

had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds told them.  But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 

them in her heart. 

The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 

seen, as it had been told them. 

After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was 
called Jesus, the name given by the Angel before he was conceived in the 

womb. 

Luke 2.16-21 



THE FIRST MARIAN  DOGMA : M ARY , MOTHER  OF GOD 
The first and foremost revealed truth about our Blessed Mother, from which all her 

other roles and honours flow, is that she is the Mother of God. Catechism, no. 509 

summarizes the teaching as follows: ñMary is truly óMother of Godô since she is the 

mother of the eternal Son of God made man, who is God himself.ò The title ñMother 

of Godò points to the sublime truth of the Incarnation, that Jesus Christ is true God 

and true man. The Churchôs teaching concerning Maryôs divine maternity is deeply 

rooted in Scripture and Tradition, and was dogmatically defined at the Council of 

Ephesus in 431.  

We typically call Mary our ñBlessed Motherò, which points to our participation in the 

divine life as adopted children of God (cf. Rom. 8:15-17; Gal. 4:4-7; Rev. 12:17). We 

could not call her our Blessed Mother unless she was first and foremost His Blessed 

Mother. Since the fifth century, Maryôs title as Mother of God has been firmly 

established.  

In the Bible Mary is clearly identified as the ñmother of Jesusò (cf. Mt. 2:13, 20; Lk. 

1:31; 2:34; Acts 1:14) and mother of the Son of God (cf. Lk. 

1:35; Gal. 4:4). Even before the birth of Jesus, Elizabeth 

proclaims that Mary is ñthe mother of my Lordò (Lk. 1:43; 

cf. Catechism, no. 495). Clearly, Mary is identified 

throughout the New Testament as the mother of Our Lord 

and Saviour Jesus Christ. Catechism, no. 481 summarizes 

the fundamental Christian belief that Jesus Christ is true 

God and true man: ñJesus Christ possesses two natures, one 

divine and the other human, not confused, but united in the 

one person of Godôs Son.ò If we take these two biblical 

teachings, that (a) Mary is the mother of Jesus and (b) Jesus 

is truly God, then we must conclude that Mary is the mother 

of God.  

Mary did not give Jesus His divine nature or His divine personhood, which was His 

from all eternity. Nor did she give Him His human soul, which was infused when He 

became man in her virginal womb (cf. Catechism, no. 471). As a true mother, Mary 

did give Jesus a human nature identical to her own, and she is the mother of a 

person, not merely a body or a nature. Since Mary is the mother of Jesus and Jesus is 

a divine Person, that is God, then Mary is rightly called the Mother of God. 

Early Christian Tradition, particularly the liturgy, bears strong witness to the 

Christian belief that Mary is the Mother of God. Maryôs divine motherhood is richly 

attested to in the writings of the Church Fathers: 

Saint Irenaeus (d. 202) wrote: ñThe Virgin Mary, being obedient to His word, 

received from an angel the glad tidings that she would bear God.ò 

Saint Athanasius (d. 373), in his treatise On the Incarnation of the Word of God and 

against the Arians, wrote: ñThe Word begotten of the Father from on high, 

inexpressibly, inexplicably, incomprehensibly, and eternally, is He that is born in time 

here below, of the Virgin Mary, the Mother of God, so that those who are in the first 

place born here below might have a second birth from on high, that is, of God.ò 

By proclaiming that Mary is Theotokos, the Church is affirming that Mary is truly a 

mother, thus affirming Jesusô humanity. By affirming that she is the Mother of God, 

the Church is not only affirming Jesusô divinity, but also the union of Jesusô human 

and divine natures in His one divine Person. 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God 

my Saviour; because he has looked upon the humiliation of his servant. Yes, my Saviour; because he has looked upon the humiliation of his servant. Yes, 

from now onwards all generations will call me blessed, for the Almighty from now onwards all generations will call me blessed, for the Almighty 

has done great things for me. Holy is his name, and his faithful love has done great things for me. Holy is his name, and his faithful love 

extends age after age to those who fear him.extends age after age to those who fear him.  

Luke 1;46-50 

 

 

 Every year is indeed a great occasion for praising 
our Heavenly Father for all the wonderful things He has 
done for us. From Bethlehem Mary takes us right in to this 
New Year to love, to serve and to ògrow in favour with God 
and with human beingsó. We always recognize every New 
Year as Godõs gift for us, always rich in great opportunities  
for personal and spiritual growth. We also approach it with a 
deep gratitude for all the blessings and graces He bestowed 
upon us and our parish community in this passing year. 

In my prayers, through the intercession of the Blessed 
Mother, I entrust all of you to God, may He in His love, mercy 
and goodness shower His many graces upon you in this New 

Year and for always. 

Have a happy and truly blessed New Year! 

Fr. Waldemar Podlasz S.D.S.     
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